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Evacuees
Guidelines for Supervising Teachers
Preparing for Your Visit
It is strongly recommended that supervising staff should arrange a pre-visit to familiarise themselves with facilities at the museum. Free tickets are available on request in order to assist with planning and risk assessments. A Hazard Identification Sheet will also be provided in order to help you with your risk assessment.
Practicalities
· Where to go and how to get there:  the Evacuees activity will take place in the in The 1940s Farm. To get there from the Entrance, follow the tram tracks to the left at the main entrance tram stop. Turn left up the hill when you come to the sign for the Farm. It takes about 15 minutes.   
· Arriving on Time: Please ensure you arrive at The 1940s Farm on time. If you are booked on the first session of the day it is advisable to go straight there. In the event of a late arrival, every effort will made to accommodate the full time of the activity, however, due to other bookings this may not be possible. 
· What to bring/wear: Pupils will need appropriate clothing. Beamish is an open air museum and so is open to the weather. You do not need any equipment for this activity. 
· Toilets: Toilets and accessible toilets are available to the rear of the British Kitchen catering outlet. 
Health and Safety Information

A risk assessment will be provided with your booking in order to advise you of any possible risks or hazards.  
Access: 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle is available and can take any members of your group with access needs although this can not . There are steps up to the chapel and to some of the other buildings however the groups can be arranged to suit any access needs. If there is anyone in your group with access needs please contact the bookings officer on bookings@beamish.org.uk or telephone on 0191 370 4026 and they will be able to advise you. 
Objectives of Activity: 

· For children to understand the effects of children being evacuated from the local urban communities 
· For children to be able to empathise with the experience of an evacuee at the beginning of the Second World War. 
· To enable children to understand the effects of the Second World War on the Rural Community
Background
It’s 1941. Britain has been engaged in European war for some time now. Wartime spirit is in full swing, rationing, carrying identity cards and gas masks are part of everyday life. Over the last couple of months the air raids in the North East have become extreme and many are being killed, injured and left homeless. Although these children avoided the first and second evacuations of 1939 and 1940, their parents have decided it is time to send them to the relative safety of the countryside now - as extended warfare seems inevitable. America is not currently involved in this ‘European war’, but circumstances are about to change dramatically...
Activities to Prepare for the Visit: The Evacuees activity really begins with preparation in school. You can prepare your class before visiting by making a gas mask box, luggage label and identity card. Discuss why you are evacuating and what it might feel like.
Outline of activity

The recent storms have dislodged some of the slates on the main farmhouse so this area is not currently safe for visitors. This means that the activity will take place in and around the Land Girls Cottage. 

The children will be taken on a guided experience around the farming area; this will include being introduced to any of the animals that are to be seen in this area, a visit to the Land Girls Cottage and the Anderson Shelter. 

Children may carry out the sorts of activities that the evacuees did in the period depending on the season, they may carry out a drill activity using sticks as rifles and write a postcard home as if they were evacuees themselves. 

All the while the engagers leading the activity will be giving the relevant information about what happened nationally and locally in relation to the evacuee story. 
Contact us

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact Simon Woolley, Head of Learning on 0191 370 4011 OR email education@beamish.org. 
