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KS3/4 Resources to Support the
Suffrage Rally at Beamish Museum

Differentiated Character Cards

e (Cards are intended to be starting points from which pupils may develop fictional characters,
based on the history of the suffrage movement.

e Each set of cards will tell the pupil which faction they belong to: Suffragette, Suffragist or Anti.

Long Version — Writing in Role

If using this set of cards, each pupil will receive a letter, a diary entry or a scrapbook page
written by their character.

This piece of writing includes information regarding their character’s life and personal
circumstances, a relevant photograph and details that could be used during the role-play/
debate.

Short Version

If using this set of cards, each pupil will receive information regarding their character’s life and
arelevant photograph.

Character Profile Sheet

This sheet can be used as a prompt to help pupils fl esh out their fictional character. This
should be blown up to form an A3 sheet that can be folded into files.

DVD - Calling all Campaigners

We have filmed six fictional characters from each faction talking about the suffrage movement,
rehearsing arguments they might use during a debate. Pupils can use these arguments during
role-play activities. Footage can also be used to consider the public speaking skills they will

use at the Museum - our characters represent people from the Beamish community and so

both strengths and weaknesses in ‘presentations’ can be discussed.
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Historical Scenarios - Freeze Frames and Role-Play

With this resource, role-play and drama can used to help pupils explore the history of the
movement and prepare for the visit to Beamish.

Each scenario refers to a range of issues in the suffrage movement, for example: stereotypes,
gender roles, methods of political protests, response of those in authority - police,
government, force feeding etc.

This is a chance to flesh out characters, rehearse political arguments and practice role-play
skills.

Preparation:

e Distribute character cards.
e Pupils should consider what their character might be like, the A3 profile sheet can help
with this.

Task

* Pupils should be split into groups (about five pupils in each). Groups should include all
factions — suffragettes, suffragists and antis.

e Distribute fictional scenarios, one per group. Read through and discuss the issues as a
group.

e Pupils must decide, in their group, how each fi ctional character would react in that
situation.

e Freeze frames should be created to show the moment in time described in the scenario.
e Pupils then develop this further by adding:
e Asentence to express how their character is feeling/what they are saying

e Afull scene to show what happens and how the situation unravels

e Pupils should watch each group in turn, discuss the issues explored and discuss how
dramatic performances could be improved (louder speech, physical movements etc).
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T oum suwre grow wil both be veryy happilyy mourvied £or ok
leqst 100 %;wxsll Wil gyowr Father be lingy with you T
hope he freas better soon.

T am sill workingy hard. at the Co-op 0us .
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- momend - e mad Subfrogrettes want <o hold o Mareh and Radigy
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— abonk Hhis. Can't imagrine ever grektingy o hwshond i£ T o marching
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No Votes
For Women!

You are welcone o come and stay with wus for a
litdle while. Since r1/ husband ‘s dedadh in the rine I
have been e.arn/ng extra roney éy z‘a(ing ) wa5/7/n5 and

Dear Ellay

Ma(’/ng fa//is . My sons of course were not caug/ri
in Lhe accident and so we are st/ in owr house
and they are still é/‘inﬁ/ng in money. It 15 Ahard noeo
Henry i5 gone bt we are managing and i could be

3ood Zo sSee you.

I must sa/ sone words aboutt your sister now. She 15 Ae/'ng
inflwenced éy 2he corong peop/e T feel. Yot must be Arm with her.

Yoang women Loday have no morals and do not knoeo how Zo behave.
There is enough o do just looking after your Fapily it houd
casting \your time and money going Co rallies and meetings. Neglecting
your howsehold duties 15 cororg. Women who break the lawwo and

dre arrested are Shametil! I They do not behave as Christian wormen
shoeld!

Gutide her So She does not Follow the wrong path. IF you ér/ng her
here I can help you Loith 2his task.

e

I was 3/‘/317 a éadﬂe in Town yeSZ‘era’ay. 5 Z‘/zoag/rz‘ you Mfg/ﬂ‘ }
c;ppreciaie 2!
Perhaps you could secrethy pin iZ o your sister s coad and her ‘

Friends »1ght refuse to See fer again.’
Here I am eoith r1y yoangeSZ‘. He is full of pischiet and fun! 1

Yours Sincerely, \

Your dearest Friend.
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RALLY

T0 DEMAND

THE VOTE
FOR WOMEN

Members of the Beamish Community,

Friends, you all know me, and I am sure you knovw my
views on the issue of Women S Suffrage. In a modern
democracy it is an cbscene injustice that educated,
propertied, respectable women cannot vote.

I campaign on many issues for example child
poverty, employment rights for women, improved
educational eppertunities, healthcare provision
and sanitation. My celleagues and I work tirelessly
in this regard but real change will only happen if
we obtain The vote and use that vote to make change

happen.

The vote is vital if we are to improve the lives of
women in this country.

My husband as Editor of the Beamish Courant supporis
me in this.

My colleagues in the WSPU are arranging a Rally at
Beamish to demand the vaote.

I have been brutalized by the police, arrested,
imprisoned and force fed whilst campaigning.
I do not ask this of you.

I ask you te add your voice to ours.

Suppert us im our call for justice, and the vote.

WSPU

Votes for Women!
peeds Nol Words
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Votes for Women|
Oeeds Nol Words
Dear CL%Y\CS,

T have Just been released $rom prison. [ am back ot home with m
husband and he s doing o wonderful jeb Look’mg after me. T Seel quite
weak and uawell T must. say. T refused $ood again whilst in Prison and so
of course tlf\ey forced &t into me, ch are barbarie. This s torture, not
less than torture. Tl-qey wll not

stop me tL\Ouglﬁ, tl/\ey make me more
determined to wctgl/\t for our rLgL\ts!

Y\(\y husband has

from his so-called friends at
the mine. mey say [ am o crominal and “deserve al T get " He takes this
very bo.dly [ am afrald. But he still 30es to work every day, putting up
with kdtmg himself down there to keep @ roof over our heads and food
W our bellies! Some of the other women i the

WSPUL don t realise how we
stru%[e 10 find the money to campaign as we do.
But

ng

had to endure many thsults

o ——

F we are ever 1o have @ better

[fe we must make people sit Up and
listen. Y\(\y husband understands this.

T am well eV\OugL\ for the Roi[y, T wil attend as you ask, and T
will JOU\ You tn your latest p[cm‘. You Q[ways think of 'mge\r\LOus ways of
protestmg‘.

Wey wll have to <t WP and take notice of e T have no doubt!
T think we will be see'mg the

Constable ng'ur\‘.

5@‘“‘
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e WSPU

T am griod to hedr yon and dod are both well T oun workingy hord. and Voles Jor Women!
gy new ol in Lamesleyy is not bad ak all Deeds Not Words

Vo Inawe ausked. me nok o g0 ko the Radyy in Beaumish, bk T connot agrree
b0 ok Mobher. You Sty poutics 1S nob Lor women, buk i (s, it must be, and i
is Lor mel

Men do not wnderstond what we women need. ko improve our wes and the
lives of owr chlldren. Theyy have proved. £his by fodlingy bo aek time ond kime
Qpin. Boverninent leggislation. helps sick- ond. unemplogred workingy men, bt
JCW/%Y howe lebt women and, children withoue enougrh on%@c%{om.

Women need. Hhe vote S0 thak lives wil be improved. - Now, Nox nexk ypedr, or
ken yrears time. We need it now.

L il march Mobher, and if T need o break the low agoin T wil. And
(£ 00 QUL ever WONES £0 Ity e becouse of 4his, as yyow Leqr, T do not

core.
T love yon and Dad, and miss yow lookh
T hope o See yyo S0,

Your \ovingy Dourginter.

WSPU

Yotes for Women!
Deeds Not Words
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( T believe that women Should. be able to

Dear Diav Y o e e o

T am o miners Wife. My sons will ap 'y
i Ters will become
down the ?L‘t. M\é dough |
Ty ndeymine oW
wives themselves, but theve Nxsl to be - The subfragettes u- ol
foc them.. doesn T theves avauments by breaking t}\e. aw. | y
make people pfroid by thelr actions.
T am part of the NULWSS and- by
o N ?wo@mﬂ campoigring with petitions:

persuaSion and. blameless oonduct — We

furtheyr this coUse.

semething movre

1 want o bettev life for Hhem than the

T am encournaing Tnem all o think

for themselves and. the @Lrﬁs e g’ust

beajinning to ACCOMPATY me o political {

will achieve o QLimS.

1 Will Wir 0 bettev life for my %am},ﬁg.

| meetinas. Theve may be o Rally ot Beamish. Our

i 1 want them to be safe howevey, and- 1 a,rgu’m(’,’rxtﬁ Will impress The comm! 9

nhate the thought of any ham coming to
them (arvest and force feeding ~ At 45
unthinkable that this showld happen to

T am sure.

muy airls)

Mg beautiful
daughters.

Swmmer 1913,
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Dear Sister,

Howe yyou heord abont the Subfrase QOJ\% theyy are brypingy to orgranize
here i Beamish? T£ i (s on, are gon comingg? T Hnin. it is aboout time we
wolmen Aot o better deal in this lifel

o Some of the men who work here ok the Co-op are \ugrhingg 0% me because
T soyr T am alile to wnderstand politics. T mayy be gust an opprentice
. shop aussistant on 1bs. lodL. pex week bk thak does not mean. T oum stupid
T thouaht that AL would hawe stood up £or me when theyy were \uayrhing
ok me, but he yoined in. He souid, women showd nok vote and if theyy could
the whole countryy wonld be in Erouble!

r T've grone vigrht off AL now! T 4old him T won't eakeh the tram with him
= %0 work. vy imore, T oum gpoingy o vide myy bike £o wort - alone!

L L don't support the Subfragrettes though.

Il T don't Hhink. it is ever ot £o break. the law. T don't wonk 4o be arrested.
'f‘ People here ot the Co-op are worvied. the Sulfrasrettes wil break. all our

gu(vxd,ows duringy the vally: (T am @ bik scared of  what might happen o
B honesth

.-"_1——

i'; T o Hhinking of xoiningy the NUWSS if thewy

=

+ Tzﬁ&) hold o Ra,u% here. - Pequeful probest -

:: Hhat's the wayyd Do come £0 the vallyy, we conld
o up %O@@%hw.‘
Your \ovingy™ Sister.

- ‘l

NUWSS

Vores For WOMEN!
PrACEFUL PROTEST!
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Dear fditor,
T am a Suwcﬁ?ragtst - member of the NULWSS.

T believe women should be able to vote and [ want to pass on a message to
the readers of your newspaper.

T am the wife of o coal miner. T have six children and T take my
resva\sLbLLLths towards them all very serLOusly. I$ our homes are not well

organtzed and happy how can the nation as o whole be well organtzed and
happy?

Trnvolvement. (n po[Lths does not stop me be‘mg @ g00d mother and o 300d wite.
Women have to be 300d orqanizers, we work hard and have to make difSicult
dectsions every c)tcLy. We are used to beoLr'mg great respor\sLbLLLty. Tt s o natural
progresston to use our God-gweh talents to benefit the poLLtLCQL realm as well as

the prvate realm.

T do want to reassure you however that we do not support the lawbreakin

activities of the Suwcwcrqgettes. Such eriminal actions are o bad cxamp[e to our
children.

The NWULWSS respects the law of this 3recﬁ£ cothry and we wll continue
to campaign at Beamish thmugh Lega[ methods, petLtLonLng, Persua&'mg and

marc\n'mg for our cause. We are no threat to the Peche\.

Respect for the law and the #dey, as well as for c)temocracy drives us all on.
Jotn your volces with ours as we call “Votes for Women!”

e S e wcattbncu[[y, a devoted

mother, wife and member

of the NULWSS.

NUWSS

VOTES ¥or Woumes!
PEACEFUL PRroTEST!

k
5
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e . : €0mi 9 mug SS m iQ
Tt will hang in the pariour where my Bn’(amneec\stomovemth the times and Ve, u\m‘d\ becauge g{ elll She o =y eeting laet ;\3h£.
recognise the oKills that women could €Y hear about € thinke that ng Lorward t o
© a Yall

husband's patients wait before having dental

work done. His practice 15 dong very well bring to nationa politics. People are slow

these days' to change however, 50 We need to keep | i .
Wippi their ignorance and fea he ort tim h Te
I have to say we do look very grand! c"ppmgaway at their ignorance N d e and moved | ime at Wome rroce to work
with reasoned arguments and dedication. © Mre. Qikl.’ Farm, but T rh T woe
The photographer was a supporter of How can our children thrive and our country om0y X hdg- This ie o o didn't ke
¥ r .

move forward when +ts most ardent activists

are shut away 0 prison? Destabilisng the

whole country with a wave of crime will

achieve nothing! \

The photographer would not accept this,
no matter how hard we tried. 1 wnvited
fim to our next meeting, so he can hear
more about the peaceful approach to
pohitical protest. 1 hope e will come. 1
am determined o make him abandon the
misguided Guffragettes

;a Sutfragette
ith f\r\em} bu{ -
6 {:\’\e law Qf\d 3 N

the Suffragettes and we had quite an
entertaning time discussing the 1ssue of
Women's Suffrage.

My fhusband and T are of course members
of the NUWSS, so we felt it our duty to
pont out to Fim the error of his ways —
supporting crimindl behaviour that smply
encourages peopie to oppose reform Itis
quite ridiculous to suppose burning down
a building will prove that the perpetrators

‘" Pricon!

€ Yol ot dheirp “1 and T hope
Q

MQY‘C_\,\‘W\ -
o "9 Dt Mre, g Y Torioilivbe
JCin ug Jtoo\ mMi h) magbe SOU

= B o
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‘ heard about the PrOPOscc) Suﬁrage Roﬂy and L am

e

No Votes
For Women!

Mk AGALSST WoMEN S SUFFRAG

Dear Sir,

T am the Head of the Co-op ot Beamish. T have

extrcme[y concemed. T have heard that s\/\ops are

often c)eltbemte[y c)amugec)k during such protests by
militant Su¥§ragcttcs, women who think &t Qccepto,ble
to break windows and detace Perchc propcrt7 n the

name of thelr mLsguLAcc)k cause.

T Sear that sumidar behaviour may oceur here and

T also fear Sor the sof?ct\/ of our
s\/\LLLvags per week and this
myseH or my statf n

threaten our store.
cmp[chcs. T ean 30
s not en0u3\'\ money to Put

danger Sor!
3 ) T believe that women dhould not be able to vote.
_W\C\/ have proveo\ by thetr cruminal actions that
t\'\ey have no rcspect Sor the law and cannot be

trusted.
Fustly [ ask that you should oppose this mﬂ7. B

¢t c)o\{is 30 ahead T ask that you ensure no damage
(s done to the Co-op b7 asslgning a poLLce officer

to 3uarc) the propcrt\/.

Yours S’mccre[yJ

Head of the Co-op, Beamish.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD
THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

80-~

No Voies
For Women!

Dear Ed;
r Editor, MExN AGAINST Wompy's SUFFRAGE ’

I . )
; :g aa M;:eer, a Shot Firer. T have been told that militant ’
explosge s have attempted to Persuade some miners to give th
i ves and detonators to use during protests, | Know h 4
_ : o
) h:fe,;::s such exg?|§5|ves are and protecting life is more imp:rta t
o iNg some ridicyloys political point. T do not want innocennt '
b pPle hurt by dangeroys criminal actions, These women h
e trusted to Organmize a public Rally! T
|

Co .
me to the mine, talk to some of the men and take Photographs, T I

Clearly women should
not be able to vote. Such behav:
. ~ eha
that they are hysterical and have no common sens el et

This is what T do for 385
per week. It ;
seen men die down here. eek. It is dangerous work. I have
l

The vote is not worth dying for! |
I _

want my family protected from these Suffragette women
Their methods are not political, they are crim ;

inall

Yours Sincerely, e
A concerned member of % ‘4-'& ¥
the Community. S G '

A
M
paars

W% 4
T, S
*-
—.; 1 e i - K -
1 I it e i X
- ol 2. A, S
O, AT g L i
- 3 "|.‘.
| ey ik w >
i :

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD
THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH
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No Votes
For Women!

Wies AGAThST WoMEN'S SUFFRAGE

D@OX 1‘} vy,

1 hope uouk axe all well and have settled into yolr new home.

We ave expecting o opod harvest this summer ot Home Farm,

Ihe weather has been qod to us so sar! Tn fact this is the

best uear 1 can vemember since taking over from Fatner -

ot Know of course that the farm has been in o family for

aenevations. The onildren ave all well T nave sent a photograph

of us all for Marg.

.
Mhere is some mongense Upsetiing everyme in

town at the

moment, upt Would- find. It quite AMUSING 1O doubt. Women

are truing to et the vote here, and. o Rolly may be held in

Beamish to discuss this. 1 nave Joined- o political qroup and-

N

T will attend to put our oint novoss. (jou Will see T am usi
P P )

the iv stat);m»erg‘.ﬁ

Men have afwaus made the politicnl
decisions and theve is mo need. to
underming an ‘arrm\gement' that works
perfectly well. Secinl upheaval should be
avoided. at all costs. Things work perfectly
well the way they ave. Mg wife of course

narees With me.

Ao the wWomen ol qping mad. in uowy mew

country also’

1 hope to hear from o Soom and 1 will
write again shortly,

Nowr brother and friend. ..

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD
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No Votes
For women!

] e A iesT FouE NS SUFFIAGE

Women
even Want ¢, be D
oc

never tors! Ta .

90 to s ors. I W m Wor

Just vig ; ¢e a woman Doot : ! Will ng e d“ﬂ of the

™ Leufous! Womeh . o, it is X make sue toll + RD“MB but

e ; 3 h
L, " their childven gpg L ﬁoo}(ing K of them as the hem what T
hat is thep s husbang 5 We J march pp st
VYBAAY vole Ty ¢ have boey

— el he. af practicin

— J reao(gl 3 oUr heckfe s

. CAN'T THINK!
GOBACK TO WE WON'T |
THEKITCHEN ASHGRESMEN  SUFFER THE
SINK! 8\ SUFFRAGETTES! l(

NO VOTES
FOR WOMEN!

f
|
|

)

g O Tl F

I'.

£

[}

p— —._:-“—"-'.'.'I-':"-._?:':__ .l - Ii:'.——=-—:'-_‘—" R’ ——::__—— el T e -'.‘
&6
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Note 4o Edliton.

(; O O Q 7 i 7 O 70
SAON7 : O ?.
)y O/)_K : ?. ?. : /? O ‘ Ol
Q W LN fQOL Q’V\d /\QS LN WNe T /\LS LALCK U7 /QL'V\Q 70 5/\
E}O(A. LQ 7 e K'V\OW L /\ ?, )
C)Qoh,? e

T aman Apyrewtm@ Printer - T work at the Beamish Courant and earn
0s pev weeK. 1 am a vespectable, law-abid ing member of Beamish Like most

of the veaders of the paper. 1 sywk for them.

\Wemen should not be able to vote. T believe that o Woman S place is in the

home.

My mother and father ave examples of how men and. Women showld. behave.
ng support eoch othev. Theg have d.ifferent voles and. talents in Life.
Mg father could mot comfort me or feed. me, and my mother could. not e o
living and. involve herself in the politics of the nation. b want to desoribe
Ihem and. theiv Life tespther for the veaders. L am proud. of them.

T want what my pavents have and. T am working havd. to gt it. T want

o wife who Will behave in the proper manney putting hev childyven and
family before foolish notions and. selfish demands. Ihese Sutfragettes are
immoral and- should not reject the proper vole wWomen have had Since Ad.am

and Eve.

Liow oan mothers set  aood- example to their ohildven if they ave burning
down property’ How can they Lonoh them vight from Weona if they are AWeS

from home and. in pm‘som?-

1 nave o lot move than this to soy on the matter‘.

Il No Votes
1/For Women!

B EN AGATNST WouES S SUFFRAG

|
——
SUFFRAGE e § _f'

RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD
. IEAWVIXTS T (g

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

26

i

I ¢ tne men ave not fed and looked. after properly they would soon et Al

SUFFRAGE RALLY:

_{ cannot find }\usbcmd‘. Pro?er wemen Know their vole — they shoudd. look after

No Vofes
For Women!

Dear Jack, M Acaisst Woues's SIFFIAG

T am alad to hear you axe ol well. T answer to upur question T am earning
©s, G- per shift, it is qood pry o doubt compared: to what a faxm worker such
a5 upurself is earming for o havd days back-breaking qraft!

Thot is as a deputy theuh. 1 am now res?mstbﬁe for the safety of 14 Hewers
in the Mine. My vole is to carvy out safety checks and report to the Collievy
Manager. B uow came heve y would. be on o bit less. Trink about it and let

me Know.

o5 ol sister dees FruinK women shoudd. vote. Now Know her‘. 1 dm»'t o MUCh
l poy

—_

attention to hev vubbish though, don 't have Lime. Voo busy aptting food. for
the family to Worvy about silly women and. their silly gm‘?es‘. T am o man With

re/sPansLbLutLes‘.

Those vich women in |_ondon ave only making such & fuss because they

the iv men—Folk and- make sure they axe £it and fed. for work.

Then who would: d.ia out the conl — not those pretiy wWomen in theiv pretty

dyesses !

1 pave to admit, T oan't help thinking it is all o bit of o joke veally, women
Jike oy sister vunning the ooxmtrg‘. Tt is causing some trouble in the family

though. Our pavents ave pshamed. and upset by her antics.

\fows Sincerely, \4'ow Brother.

+

) ag....

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH
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Dean Michaed,

Oun sisten has i
“ as beesn QSKL’V\?, hows ea% F woulcl be 0’0/1 e 4o
> en Some ex/ﬂfoswes é’/lo’w\ the vwinme! I +hink she has

“ 7 rancl iclea of blowina, so ‘
& W\Q%/u_
Shou ol vote !/ 5 ? ‘V\? "(/0 to /AOVQ, WomeHn

’2/[ .
H\ow %/'LQ% Dacl (s ?m«a, L av the Last owme wonkion Aown
e Mmine. 15 H\eg Sack we we will alld be enc%ad%

)/ w\a? 0“22 be a Shot Finen oy 38s pen week , with
'onf'/u_'vx? edse 4o Mg name , but I dow't want 4o be

annested ancl doose what I do have because she #nied +
blow, wp Geawish/ )

i/ ‘was Z’V\COu/lQ?,L’V\?, Ren wonk with the wWSPU - we abp
FhinK women shoulol be able 4o vote awncl all wen as
weldl! I have evesn oove ON MANCALS with hen 4o prove
7"/\627‘. I didan't vind when she broke all +hose wfi\do S
in Lowclow; I ao%?,/laﬁda%ad hen whesn she sbashecl H:,
CUSALONS in the Fhaiwn CQ/‘L/ILQ?,& Last vonth; I eve
cheenecl when she pounec acid on the o0l 'Cou/l.S?, /ME +
ex/ﬁo&vas - that (s ?OL’V\? +oo ja/l./ 4 5 .

She ‘ ¢
: j (S you/l Scsten foo, can '+ gou /oe/wuade hen out 05 +his
atfe s+ /O,éa'vx, (F (S +oo ALSKQ 5”0}1 fhe wholbe 5QML£2' /

Tedl hen to Let hen
acl gniencl Suniby Dav
out the /u'skg s%uoﬂéf/ 5 2 e aa/m?

Youn Bnrothen, WS P l |

Darie t €5 for Womenl
ds Not Words

—— i ™

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD "'@m&"‘

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

30

IN SUP!’};EB? OF
FOMEN'S SOCIAL AND POLITICAL UNION

_'l't.* fi '

I am a landowner local to Beamish and I have investments
in mines around the North East. I need an effective, stable,
trustworthy government to rule our Nation if my businesses
are to survive and the men I employ are to remain in work.

I urge you all to support the Women’s Social Political Union in
their call for the female suffrage.

I have seen the valuable work that women can do first hand,
while serving on our local School Board. I feel that if women
can serve on town councils and school boards, become factory
inspectors and vote in select regional elections (if they have
enough property of course), and become Mayors — then they
should have the right to vote in Parliamentary elections.
Women pay taxes. Clearly they should be able to vote to say how
those taxes are spent.

A stronger democracy will bring about a stronger government
and a more stable economy.

I urge you again - Support the WSPU!
Support Votes for Women!

WSPU

Votes lor Women!
Deeds Not Words

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD
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SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD

To the Editor of the Beamish Courant,

" WSPU

Votes for Womeanl
Deeds Mol Words

I am a photograp her by prefession and I have heard that
your paper might be symp athetic to the cause of the
Suffragettes, or at least would be interested in publishing
material about them. I have cellected a number of
photographs over the past few years of various events:
demonstrations, rallies, speeches — voth in London and in
this region. These photos would make a very interesting
special edition for your readers, esp ecially since the
suffrage debate is being brought to your very doorstep in
the form of a Rally.

Dear Sir,

Your readers may be jnterested to read about the political
jssues in the rum up 1o the Rally, and the pictures I have
will certainly relay the determination and the passion
which motivates these women. They will also show the abuse
they receive when campaigning, from the general public
and from peolice alike. I think your readers should be made
aware of what happens in a so-called civilised country
when women make their voices heard

I have included a couple of photograp s to show you my
work. After talking to the WSPU activists and following
their campaigns I have to say 1 de support them and I
have great admiration for the nardships they endure
(imp.risonment, ridicule, assault, force feeding).

If you are interested in publishing some of my p]motographs
I will bring a selection to show you and we can discuss
financial arrangements then.

A Ralltd at Redecar

. —

e

g BEAMISE (g

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

Duxr Duwg

Trhe Suffrasettes ave truina to aryanae &
Roij ot Beamish. Ts theyu can convince the
community to ollow this: it would. be o apod-
thing T think. Peoyﬁe need. toenter the :
debate. T believe that wmem should be able

\ 1o vote — but they should use leqnl metheds to

furtheyr the ir couse.

T compnian With the othev peaceful 1
\S\A%%mysts' sor political veform (not With the
militont Suffragettes). 1+ theve is to be o |

\ RILMB. we uffragists must take part and put

| sur VieWs 0eross.

1 stronalu feel that the Government (and- the
nation a5 o Whole) nould. be more forwaxd-=
Jooking and. Keep UP With the times. Progress
cannot be avoided ~ eV professions, new
industries, neW medicnl inventions ... this Ls
1913 and- Byritain leads the Wiy in S0 much) New

"‘-__'!

youtmaﬂ vights for Womer must follow.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD

MEN FOR WOMEN'S

SUFﬁFAGE

Peacelul Protest

= g -—

T fear that if the Suffrasettes ave involved-
in cviminal potivities during the R(LQ% heve
theu Will pLlienate the ordinary mar and-

Fuyn nim oWy from much needed veform.

The Suffrasgettes must Follow ouy example,
they must use laic and. veason to influence

policy, Nothing else will WorK.

Those of us who compoLAgN ?wcewﬂg must
Work With even more determination to quther
supporters to Uy COUSe. T will ke nold-ing

o meeting in my oW nome For Jike~mind-ed-
people. We will plar our campoLAgN strateay for
tne Rolly

My wife and. T are both cducated. b use the
most Mod XN uwmwt and. treatments in
muy dentoal suraery T am a forwnd hinking
man, you cam & this in everytiung 1 doas

well as in my yoUtLos.

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH
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SUFFRAGE

MEN Foi WOMEN'S

SUFFRAGE

Peacelul Protesl

Dear Rose,
I am very 2laol Yo have azreeol to mary, me.

We will have to wait a few ?ears of conrse. We are botI;: j,:“ dl‘ﬁ?;s
od and as a Putter L only. e abont 358 per weikl.ys o ;, ; F?ASK
bhe SCOFE oW SEe T T receive money for VoY Lo‘ tm

from the zwe to the main ruadwawz, dwmy my shift.

i s all
A press fkoto rapher was here reoentt? takm; /Ukott)?rdfks of n
workmz. Tais' shows what L do.

T do not mind that Yon are part of the NLLWSSI. ‘{um kaveev:ﬁnft;(;:s
and ambitions and that is what L like about Yon: tm?MI - Jme
the men's carnfaiﬁnmz ?romp on suqqest to Imp}oo; itk.wvmd )
bink about it a bit more. A ot of the men L work W

understand and wonld ?ive me a hard time.

If it had been wp tom Mother L wounld not ;mes ome Utli | :/o::W
n the ming, don’t know if L told yon t;\at’:eft;;e’;d ;l\te V:E s
likedk me to sta? om at School bt we OUZ@:R”? ;1 : U;(m ol )
perhaps Some WOMEN have MOre SENSE anc | i i
T wonder sometimes if the world wonld be a i etre Mf:d ok
comld vote and it mi?kt be mterestmz to seé what wo . m{;};

conld not be much worse offl L kate workm? down .

T telieve that women showld be able to vote ~ and L tunl; tkyﬁomm
shonld nse legal methods to further thoir canse. I svtf;pur I
of the }oeaoefm 'Smﬁmﬂa,ists’, not the mili_ta_nt Suffragettes.

_cly 1)

RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD

g——
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Dear Sister

As aways usu Knew Yo have my support, 1
intevested in politics, Why you feel sp st
have to endure. T gm not sure 1 aaree

Wi
s I am concerned if wemen want te vo

' t
don t want to stop Sou!

Ihanks for the badge,

T witt veme be
mber to weay |
Support the sther fot! "L S0 everyme Knows

Doyt think my wite Emily

undevrstand. whg Yo ave sp
rongly abeut the Conditions Wemen

th evargthlng uouw say but s fovr
e I don't See Wwhat the problem s

1(107\.01;

Ls bady off theugh ? .
earn about 36s per week, Emig ’ g’ As o miner, o hewer, T

receive free cenf Spe keeys t

e house, foeks aftoy
| : o
eleven days in a fortnight. s that s
havdship?

/J_ . .
Nis is oll we know? What other way is theve +o five ?

feels the same as Yo but if she wWants to vete that
om not much interested in pout/;cs.

\ .
jour foving brother

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD

Y and I live vent—frep In o house and. We.

childven and I work

l
&
bnd? Do you think she is endutring /

T don £ know if she
LS fine bg me. I MBSQM
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M5 dau
‘AUghters want ¢,
attend the S
uﬁmge

" A
I think T Will take them
maftey g |

RaMﬂ A it ge s ahen,

t does concern the

their futuye, U thiis viill n#se0p

e W t}'\e Wor 1(1 k hd NOt

th | Wor S o (Ast ﬂ_bﬁut
Ciﬁ aeS bll o (o] Wi S Q th@
1 o a_bOl e Wolk ol be bO' /5 [ }'\.a

vote Wil a4y
et
3 hem more ongnge S in life theiv aims

all for that! M,Lr5 e I am /;htehouhg

o fingd.
about them ot the RaMg "

T am
to be o Doote like me.

36
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MESSAGE TO THE MEN OF BEAMISH
[ HAVE RECENTLY JOINED THE MEN" S LEAGUE FOR WOMEN"S
SUFFRAGE AND | URGE YOU ALL T0 DO THE SAME.

My wife has long campaigned for the
vote and I feel that now. amidst the
sensationalist publicity generated
by the Suffragettes. the law abiding
women of our country need our
support and encouragement.
You all know that my wife Laura is
an active member of the NUWSS.
Her approach is one of intellectual
persuasion and selfless dedication to
the cause of female suffrage. Her
arguments are based on sound logic#
e Women own land. own wealth
from industry. are householders
and taxpayers — yet cannot vote.
This is hypocrisy.
e The rights of non-voters are disre
unequal rights have been enshrined in

garded by Parliament and
law. Women need the vote

so that they are represented and treated fairly by Government.

FRIENDS,

LAURA DOES NOT BREAK OUR LAWS.

LAURA DOES NOT BURN DOWN BUILDINGS.
LAURA DOES NOT DAMAGE PUBLIC PROPERTY.
SHE WILL USE THE VOTE WISELY MY FRIENDS,
T0 IMPROVE THE LAWS THAT GOVERN US.

mmunity. I support her
will march with her.
1 the laws of this land

I am a teacher. a respected member of our co
demand for democracy and fair treatment. I
petition parliament and campaign with her unti

are changed.
Join us in this fight for justice. Join us at the Rally.

Stay intormed, read the monthly paper: MEN FOR NONEN 5
Men's League tor Women's Suttrage SUFFRAGE
R E——

(1d, including postage)
Peacalul Profesl

SUFFRAGE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CARD Mm&‘
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Dear Samh,

T il ask tne Minister if you can hold a NULWSS meeting to discuss
Women s suffrage in the Chaped He is not keen to encourase the
9 P q
Susfra ettes in any wWau however, and. as the Cha e { Stewarot ]: am
g TOREEY P ,
vesponsible for the upkeep of the Chapel and 6 T don t want any damage
P Upkeep P ny 9
happe‘nbxg either.

As you know, T support YU organisation and the cause of women's suffroge,
so 1 will put a good. Word. in for you. Mg Wife thinks it is a asod. idea alse,
Ond. as she points out, the \/\/esﬂeg Guild often has speakers talking on o
vange of subjects at the Chapel

\/ou Know the philosophy of the \(\/esﬁegan Method ists fits in well With the
suFfraaist movement — havd. work, independence, self—improvement, We
are for peaceful, orderly, change — not vad.ical upheaval! Cont owmers often
support the Methed ist movement because they think it is a stabilizing
influence amengst the workforce! Mamj Methed ists ave involved i the
Trade Union Movement, campaigning for better work conditions and. poy,
Peace campigning mind, not lawbreaking Like the suffragettes.

The Metnodist Chaped is very important to aur commuun ity

I# the Rally wes well pevhaps that wil prove to the Minister that o
meeting Will be o geed ideaq.

L will see uu at the Rally to talk about this a bit more.

Mrs Fon WoMEN S
Su FI; RAGE
Fea_n:m[ Protesl

3’“’

D
GE RALLY: LONG CHARACTER CAR
sere THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

FEMALE ANTI 1

?A You do not agree with votes for women.
You are the wife of a solicitor. Your family is wealthy.

You believe that the ideal for women in Great Britain is to maintain a
composed facade, a delicate and demure manner. You have a distaste for all
things violent. The Suffragettes are going against all that is ladylike.

You will not act in an unladylike manner.

CARDS
AGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER
ST THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

3""
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FEMALE ANTI 2

FEMALE ANTI 3

glf
You believe that women should not be able to vote. You are a Miner’s wife. %
You look after your family and husband.

You think that the behaviour of the suffragettes is shocking. Breaking
windows, destroying property, arson and being arrested — where will it end?
You have seen pictures of riots. You have read accounts of women disrupting
political meetings and heckling respectable politicians. These women cannot
be respectable. Where are their morals?

You beli
Ieve women should not have the vot
e.

And to go on hunger strike, not once but time and time again knowing you
will be force-fed! How can any sensible, sane woman do this? You will not
associate yourself with these women and their ‘cause’.

SUFFRAGE RAL _—
LY: SHORT CHARACT
ER CARDS S
—Ila SUFFRAGE R
THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH ALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS
. IEAMVIYTS Y (-

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH
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FEMALE ANTI 4 FEMALE ANTI 5

You believe that women should not be able to vote.

o=

You believe that women should not be able to vote. They don’t want to

You are a miner’s widow. You are able to live in your house still because your r
anyway! More important things to do with their time.

sons are miners also. You earn extra money by taking in washing and making
quilts. Your husband was against women voting and so are you.

You are a miner’s wife. You look after your house and family.

Young women today have no morals and do not know how to behave. There
Is enough to do just looking after your family without wasting your time and
money going to rallies and meetings. Neglecting your household duties is

wrong. Women who break the law and are arrested are shameful! They do not
behave as Christian women should!

Politics is for those people who can afford it! Travelling to meetings, paying

. . i
entrance fees, buying publications, joining organisations .- and the tl.m;a.R' )
Who has the time in between washing, cleaning and feeding the family? Ric

women in big hats with time to fill!

&

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS o BEAWVMIS Y (¢ SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ) BEAWITS EY (-2
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FEMALE ANTI 6

FEMALE SUFFRAGETTE 1

L
You beli [ - [
" ieve that women should not be able to vote. You _ L You believe that women should. pe able tg vote — and you 'thmk the
ealthy landowner — Home Farm has been i . are the wife of a Suffragettes are right 10 use militant tactics 10 further their cause.
generations. n in your Husband’s family for

You are married 10 the Editor of the Beamish Courant. You are active in the
WSPU. You have the time and money 10 become involved in Politics. In fact
you campaign about many issues — e.g. child poverty, employment conditions
for women. You have had a good education and intend to use it.

Men hav "
undermi:eazilvr\:af);;S made the political decisions and there is no need to
rrangement’ that works perfectly well. Social upheaval should

be avoided at all cost i
S. You like thi i
agrees with you. ings just the way they are. Your husband

You have been arrested a number of times and you have been force fed
in prison (having gone on hunger strike). This has made you even more
determined 10 campaign for change.

L

_—

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the
L@,‘ Suffragettes are right to use militant tactics t0 further their cause.

SH

THEL— SUFF
IVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH RAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH



FEMALE SUFFRAGETTE 2

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS

46

by your Father and Husband (now deceased).

You are of an age where you feel that no man should tell you what to do and
think. You want better conditions for your daughter. Political campaigning is
extremely interesting and you are able to put your talents (writing and debate)
to good use. You have made a lot of good friends in the WSPU and secretly
think protesting is very exciting!

Men have a lot to learn from women — women would raise politics out of the
‘gutter’ to a higher, more moral level.

You are a Widow. You used to be a Teacher. You have been well provided for %

P B EAMIST

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

FEMALE SUFFRAGETTE 3

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the
Suffragettes are right to use militant tactics to further their cause.

You work as a servant at Home Farm and you probably will do so until you
marry and have children. You resent being bossed around by your wealthy

employers and see women’s enfranchisement as one more step towards your
own freedom — someday.

Some of your relatives are embarrassed by your political views, whilst others
support you, and this has caused a rift in the family.

-

ool

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ) BEAWIXTS Y (08
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FEMALE SUFFRAGETTE 4

L ;)

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the
Suffragettes are right to use militant tactics to further their cause.

You are a miner’s wife.

Both you and your husband are politically active and believe in universal
suffrage. The upper classes will never accept change unless they are ‘forced’
to so you feel justified in breaking the law.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ) BEAMVMIS Y (¢
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FEMALE SUFFRAGETTE 5

gl L

You believe that women should have the vote and are prepared to fight for
your beliefs.

You work in a shop in Beamish Town. You are not married.

You see that government measures helped sick and unemployed working
men, but have left women and children without protection. You believe that
votes for women are the only way to change this.

SILVENNA. DRAPERS,
EBS. A

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ~EP =3I OP-9. 8 (=) s g6
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FEMALE SUFFRAGIST 1

Bl

You are a miner’s wife.

You want a better life for your daughters than the one you are living. You

are encouraging your daughters to think for themselves and they are just
beginning to accompany you to political meetings. You want them to be safe
however, and hate the thought of any harm coming to them (i.e. arrest and

force feeding).

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think they should
use legal methods to further their cause.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS
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FEMALE SUFFRAGIST 2

?A You support the actions of the peaceful ‘suffragists’, not the militant
suffragettes.

You are an apprentice shop assistant at the Co-op. You are not married.

You earn: 16s. 10d. per week.

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think they should
use legal methods to further their cause.

You support the actions of the peaceful ‘suffragists’, not the militant
suffragettes.

B

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS

P BEAMISE
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FEMALE SUFFRAGIST 3

FEMALE SUFFRAGIST 4

5

You support the actions of the peaceful Suffragists, not the militant % gl

Suffragettes. You support the actions of the peaceful Suffragists, not the militant

You are the wife of a coal miner. You have six children. AT

You believe that women should continue to be good wives and mothers but VoUW B ) (BT 071 SEr06) 5 Ui

that the right to vote would not change this. Women are natural organisers
and know their minds. You do not want your children to be set a bad example
by the violent Suffragettes, however, so you support the peaceful Suffragists.

You see every day that girls have the same skills and abilities as boys. You
want the children you teach to be able to make decisions about their lives
and use all of their skills, without the vote, girls will not be able to do this.

SUFFRAG : 3 HP-V." 0 ¢
E RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS a"* SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ~BP =3I OP-9. 8 (=) s 56
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FEMALE SUFFRAGIST 5

i

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS
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You support the actions of the peaceful ‘suffra

ists’, not th ili
suffragettes. g e militant

You are married to a Dentist.

Yoy think that_ the country needs to move with the times and recognise the
skills and attributes women could bring to national politics. You understand

that people are slgw to accept change, but if you keep chipping away at the
status quo, you will eventually achieve the franchise.

L

P B EAMIST

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

MALE ANTI 1

o

You are the Head of the Drapery Dept. in the Co-op. You earn 30s per

week.

You have heard of the damage done to shops during protests by.militant
suffragettes (window-smashing, graffiti etc.) anq you fear that this
behaviour may spread and threaten the Co-op in Town.

You believe that women should not be able to vote.

g

e i

e i e iy

B T

i B o S T S

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS
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MALE ANTI 2 MALE ANTI 3

o ke S 5

' i - een in your family for
You are a Miner, a Shot Firer. You earn 38s per week. This is a dangerous You are a wealthy landowner — Home Farm has b y y
job! generations.
o iti isi nd there is no need to
You have heard that militant suffragettes have attempted to persuade some Men have always made the political decisions a

. : , [ | should
miners to give them explosives and detonators to use during protests. You undermine an ‘arrangement -that Yvork§ perfectly Wilrl{ SZ?:';JODUhreV?i\g sgrces
know how dangerous such explosives are and think that protecting life is more be avoided at all costs. You like things just the way they are.

important than making some ridiculous political point. Such behaviour shows with you.

that women are hysterical and have no common sense! You believe that women should not be able to vote.

You believe that women should not be able to vote.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ~BP =3I OP-9. 8 (=) s g6 SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS o BEAWIXTS Y (8
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MALE ANTI 4

MALE ANTI 5

You are a Hardware Counter Assistant at the Co-op. You earn 24s per week.

Women want the vote — and where will this end? They are already filling

jobs that should be taken by men. Women should be looking after their
children and husbands - that is their rightful role.

You believe that women should not be able to vote.

Ik

Bl

You are an Apprentice Printer — you work at the Beamish Courant. You earn
10s per week.

Just like your father, you believe that a woman'’s place is in the home. That
was good enough for your mother!

You believe that women should not be able to vote.

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS

I
{
{
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P B EAMIST
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MALE ANTI 7
MALE ANTI 6

| & -

You are against votes for women.

i

You are a Miner — a Deputy. You are paid by the shift at 6s, 6d.

You work in the Garage in Beamish Town.

You are responsible for the safety of 14 Hewers in the Mine. Your role is to T o gencinely want t
You see

carry our safety checks and report to the Colliery Manager. You focus upon S
your job and looking after your family — you don’t have time to waste thinking keep women out of this ' &
about silly women and their gripes. You are a man with responsibilities!

These are only making such a fuss because they cannot find a husband! L_____—_——-—__

Proper women know their role — they should look after their men-folk and
make sure they are fit and fed for work.

- —.-l-\__l--\.—--h———\.a.q__‘..a._.._...___l-.l.__l‘_._.
= = r—

You believe that women should not be able to vote. Fo—

.

gty St g =
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MALE SUFFRAGETTE SUPPORTER 1

i

—g

gm;rbelieve that women should be able to vote — and you think the
uliragettes are right to use militant tactics to further their cause

You are a Miner (a Hewer). You earn 35s
free coal. You like to see the ‘Establishm
own businesses and property and the G
to see the ‘status quo’ challenged!

e .

per week, live rent-free and receive
ent’ (the rich upper classes who
overnment) shaken up a bit. Yoy like

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ~EP =3I OP-V. 8 (=) s @56
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MALE SUFFRAGETTE SUPPORTER 2

o 2
You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the
Suffragettes are right to use militant tactics to further their cause.

You are a Miner (a Shot Firer). You earn 38s per week, live rent-free and
receive free coal.

You would like to see conditions improve for your family and community
— one aspect of this is for women to gain political rights. Improved rights
should be extended to men as well as women though!

SUFFRAGE RALLY: SHORT CHARACTER CARDS ~EBP =3I OP-9. 8 (=) s g6
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SUPPORTER 3 MALE SUFFRAGETTE SUPPORTER 4
MALE SUFFRAGETTE

M- ey e

You support votes for women.
You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the
Suffragettes are right to use militant tactics to further their cause.

You have seen the work that women can do first hand while serving on
are often involved with the printing process (you are a bit eccentric!)

i ouncils
the local school board. You feel that if women can serve.on tclz\(/:r; fegiona|
i e
factory inspectors and vote in s
and school boards, become " then they
You earn: £8 per week. elections (if they have enough property), and become mayors

e | [ vote for Parliament.
Your wife is a Suffragette and has been arrested on a number of occasions. should have the right to

@
She has also been force fed whilst in prison (having gone on hunger strike) il
and you are outraged by this policy. You have for a long time (even before

you met your wife) had some sympathy for these women. You hate the
restrictions placed upon you by ‘polite society’ and would rather not have to
follow the ‘rules’ all of the time. You are very glad not to have been born a
woman! On a more commercial leve| — You are aware of the issues and the
campaign, and think that this ‘social conflict’ is great for selling papers!

\

=~ i

g S Sl "J
e

e b
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MALE SUFFRAGETTE SUPPORTER 5 MALE SUFFRAGIST SUPPORTER 1

Cn g
=3

L You are a wealthy man. You are a Dentist.

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think the

looking and keep up with the times. Progress cannot be avoided — new

| _ _ ) . : itical rights for
You are a Teacher — an Assistant Schoolmaster. You earn: 25s per week. You professions, new Incustres, New enens - ere e AR

work with female teachers and know them to be sensible and intelligent. You women:

often think it unfair that the girls in your classes have less chance of gaining You believe that women should be able to vote = GBS AL
a good education than the boys you teach.

use legal methods to further their cause.

You_ ore & socialist and your politieal beliefs would be considered to be quite You support the actions of the peaceful ‘suffragists’, not the militant
radical by most.

suffragettes.
C Il HEJ 2

.

e i Lﬂ-—'--*q-—é
-.t_vl'-—"".' ...-_—'f:""_f""-—-":-' - — _
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MALE SUFFRAGIST SUPPORTER 2

You are a young Miner, a Putter (16 yrs old). You earn about 35s per week,
you are paid by the score — your receive money for every 20 tubs of coal you
push from the face to the main roadway during your shift.

If .it had been up to your Mother you would not have gone to work in the
mine. You think that perhaps some women have more sense and intelligence
than some men! You wonder if the world would be a different place if women

could vote and it might be interesting to see what would happen. You could
not be much worse off!

You believe that women should be able to vote — and you think they should
use legal methods to further their cause. You support the actions of the
peaceful ‘suffragists’, not the militant suffragettes.

B

o —g
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MALE SUFFRAGIST SUPPORTER 3

L

You are a Miner, a Hewer. You earn about 36s per week, live rent-free and
receive free coal. You work eleven days in a fortnight.

You are not much interested in politics yourself, but your sister is. She feels
very strongly about the conditions women endure, and if she wants the vote

that is OK with you!
You believe that women should be able to vote if they want to — and you

think they should use legal methods to further their cause. You support the
actions of the peaceful ‘suffragists’, not the militant suffragettes.

q
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MALE SUFFRAGIST SUPPORTER 4 MALE SUFFRAGIST SUPPORTER 5

o

You think women should have the right to vote.

L

Yo '

pel: Vz\a/;e :1 lShop Assistant; you work in the Co-op Grocery. You earn 24 s

pe ek. fwomerj wgnt to vote - let them vote, They seem to be abl
ate and campaign Just like any man would. o

You are a coal miner in the Drift Mine at Beamish.

You support their cause and think their arguments are justiﬁgd. When you
hear people say that a woman’s place is in the home, you disagree because
you can clearly see many women doing good work outside the home —many
women are teachers, nurses and some have trained to be doctors. The

evidence speaks for itself.
@

You ha
ot th\eje :H daughters, and you know that they are intelligent. You are glad
i yba?)ri)etalk ;cjo byou about the way the world works — and not just about
’ S and boys! If that was all the
. _ y talked ab
boring! You wish they had more chances in life PO e ey

B/

e —-.:,__-._ e ———

N amas ™

L T
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THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

Character Profile

This is the character you will be during the Suffrage Rally at Beamish.
What kind of person is your character?
What is his or her life like?

A =T TSI 0 1O 1= =103 (=
Date of Birth ...evveeeieeiiieeee i

L o o] 1 oY= 1 1[0 o S

Life Experience — What has happened in your character’s life to make him or her think
this way? Outline a few key events that have helped form your character’s beliefs.

Campaigning — What have you done to further your cause?

Views regarding the Suffrage Campaign - should women be able to vote?
(Why? You can use these arguments during the debate).
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Fictional Role-Play Scenarios

Suffragette attempting to protest. How do you react?

just been released from prison and is returning home to her family. What happens

You are all at the races and a woman runs out in front of the Kings horse. She
tumbles head over heels and is badly injured. It soon becomes clear that she is a
Ewhen you all see her in the street?

A suffragette recently burnt down a local building in support of her cause. She hasj

L b
A group of people are in the Co-op shopping. Some of the women (members of
the mining community) have controversially been attending local WSPU meetings
and this has caused comment amongst the others.

What is happening?

Ll &

L b

A group of people march to the local MP’s house to hand over a petition
supporting extension of the Franchise to women. There is a large police presence
and it looks like there may be trouble. Previous marches have ended in riots and,
it has been said, police brutality. What happens at the march and how are you
involved?

A group of militant WSPU suffragettes are discussing what their next act of protest
should be — and are trying to persuade some new members to become actively
involved. You overhear them. What is happening?

SUFFRAGE RALLY: ROLE-PLAY SCENARIOS
THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

A WSPU activist is addressing a small gathering of people, trying to attract new
members and promote the cause of female suffrage. How does everyone react?

You are waiting at a train station with a group of other people. You all see a
poster on the ground showing the force-feeding of an imprisoned suffragette. In
the poster, she is being held down by prison guards whilst the doctor feeds her
through a tube and funnel. She will be speaking at a forthcoming Rally.

Do you think she should be allowed to address a gathering of law-abiding people?
Perhaps you think she is not the criminal in this situation at all — the criminals are
actually the prison guards, the doctors and the state itself.

Someone tries to pin the poster back up. How do the other people react?

13

L]

e

A husband and his wife are arguing on the street about the campaign for women’s
suffrage. The man’s sister supports his views — that women should not vote.
People standing near them are being drawn into the argument. What should you
say to his wife — should she support her husbands views regardless of her own
and cause a family split?

3

Ll

P BEAMISH

L

e

A new shop has opened on the busy high street in Town, selling WSPU
merchandise to support the cause of Women’s Suffrage. People seem to be going
in to have a look around so you go in as well. There seems to be a disturbance
inside — what is happening?

3
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L b

A number of WSPU members are campaighing, holding placards and trying to
sign up new members. They are also chalking the date of the next Rally on the
pavement for people to see. They notice that a man across the street is taking
photographs of them. A passer-by tells them that he is a policeman — and that
they must be under police surveillance. What are the reactions?

A group of WSPU members are posing for a photo — holding a broken window
in it’s frame. You are passing by and notice how proud they look of themselves.
What do you say to them?

L b
A WSPU campaigner is walking along the road carrying a placard demanding that
women be given the vote. A policeman has noticed her and is approaching. If
she were walking on the pavement she could be arrested for obstruction, however
she remains on the road and continues on. A government minister is about
to leave the constituency meeting he has just attended and the policeman is
anxious to avoid an incident. What happens next?

SUFFRAGE RALLY: ROLE-PLAY SCENARIOS ~EP =3I OP-V. 8 €=) - g5

THE LIVING MUSEUM OF THE NORTH

77



